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physical substrate (such as sand, cobble, seamounts), biotic features (kelp, 
eelgrass, corals) and by the assemblage of plankton, fish, and other species 
occupying a place. Management of human activities must prevent alteration of 
these features in order to protect the physical attributes necessary for biodiversity 
and to support ecological functions. 

 
 
The challenge, of course, is to know how much impact human activities have and the 
ability of ocean systems to restore themselves. Since we know more about the surface of 
the moon than the Earth’s oceans, management of human activities requires particular 
humility and caution. Ocean management should ensure that human-induced impacts fall 
within a range that does not impede natural resilience. Also, future plans should promote 
recovery of systems altered by previous mismanagement. 


